
From: Per F. Peterson <peterson@nuc.berkeley.edu> 
To: Rochelle <beckers@thegrid.net> 
Cc: Byron Barbara <Bbyron@energy.state.ca.us>; Changus Jonathan 
<Jonathan.Changus@asm.ca.gov>; Mark Johnsson <mjohnsson@coastal.ca.gov>; 
Casey Weaver <CWeaver@energy.state.ca.us>; 
john.kotek@blueribboncommission.net; alex.thrower@blueribboncommission.net; 
Frazier, Tim <Tim.Frazier@nuclear.energy.gov>; 
mary.woollen@blueribboncommission.net 
Sent: Thu Nov 25 09:45:44 2010 
Subject: Re: BRC meeting this Tuesday - request for EPW staff to attend 
 
Dear Rochelle, 
 
Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Currently I am not aware of any plans for the BRC to visit California, but I am copying 
the BRC Staff Director John Kotek to confirm and to note your recommendation that 
such a meeting be held.  
While the BRC has visited similar facilities to those in California (e.g., operating nuclear 
plants with dry storage and shutdown plants with dry storage), the more important 
element of such meetings is the opportunities to meet with representatives of local 
communities, governments, NGOs and industries. 
 
I am not involved with the BRC's Storage and Transportation subcommittee, but have 
already connected their staff member (Alex Thrower) with the work that the California 
Energy Commission has performed in the areas of storage and transportation that are 
directly relevant to their subcommittee responsibilities.  Also, I am forwarding your email 
here to Tim Frazier, the Designated Federal Officer for the BRC, so that this information 
from the California Coastal Commission can be entered into the public record of the 
BRC and made available for review by the staff and commissioners. 
 
I cannot predict what specific findings and recommendations the BRC will make, but we 
have heard from quite a few sources that an initial priority for centralized storage should 
be spent fuel now stored at decommissioned reactor facilities.  This would be 
particularly relevant to California, since California has two of the 9 decommissioned 
reactor facilities in the country.  
Logistics for transport in California likewise involve greater complexity than many other 
parts of the country due to the lack of rail access for most of our facilities.  So the issues 
for removal and disposition of spent fuel from California do involve challenges, which 
must be considered in the development of national policy for the management of spent 
fuel and high level waste, and the CEC's experience and recommendations in this area 
(which the CEC has looked at extensively, particularly around issues for transporting 
foreign research reactor spent fuel to Idaho), are valuable important. 
 
Best regards,  Per 
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Hello Per, 
 
I have been watching from afar the BRC proceedings and wondered if the Committee 
will be meeting in California?  The Alliance has met with NRC Chairman Jaczko and 
Dep. Sec. of Energy Lyon and both acknowledged that storing waste over a long 
"temporary" term on the state's seismically active coast could be challenging.  The 
Alliance found the conflicting opinions of the NRC Seismic panelists somewhat 
disconcerting and are following up with various panelists. 
 
If a meeting can be scheduled in California I believe it would be most valuable to the  
committee's work.  I assume you have seen the CCC's most recent letter to the NRC, 
but if not, it is attached. 
 
Please let us know if a meeting in our state is possible. 
 
I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving 
 
In Peace 
Rochelle 
 
In Peace 
 
Rochelle Becker, Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility 
www.a4nr.org 
PO 1328 
San Luis Obispo, Ca 93406-1328 
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